
Grade 8 Summer Writing 2019 
 
Essential Question: 
What am I trying to achieve in my summer writing essay? 
 
ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 
ELA-LITERACY.W.8.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
ELA-LITERACY.W.8.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
Assignment: 
 
For your Writing Workshop summer assignment for my class, you will take notes to answer a 
question for ONE of your chosen books from Mrs. Breur’s Reading Workshop list.  Students 
are required to take notes while reading, typed or handwritten on notebook paper, to help answer 
the chosen essay question. All notes are due on the first day of school.  You are also required to 
bring your summer reading book to class during the first weeks of school to help you when 
writing the essay.  
 
When we come back at the end of summer, you will write ONE essay as a response. Choose 
one question for your essay — fiction or non-fiction — depending on which book you’d like to 
write about in your essay.  Again, you are only writing ONE essay, so do not take notes to 
answer both fiction and non-fiction questions.  
 
If you have questions about your note taking, you may email me at:  
 

laurakuehlke@easternchristian.org 
 

If you prefer to use a graphic organizer for your notes, the following link will take you to an 
assortment from which you may choose to complete your notes: 
 

 http://www.dailyteachingtools.com/language-arts-graphic-organizers.html 
 
You will receive complete essay requirements when we return from summer vacation, and 
your essay will be typed and turned in on Google Classroom during the first few weeks of 
school. Note: As an 8th grader, you have the option to do a rough draft of your essay over the 
summer to get ahead.  Proper MLA format, academic language, and a Works Cited page are 
required.  This will need to be copied and turned it in on Google Classroom if you choose to 
work on writing a draft over the summer. Even if you start your rough draft over the summer, 
your notes are STILL DUE on the first day of school. 
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Grade 8 Summer Writing Response Questions 
*Choose one.  Be sure to choose from the correct list depending on whether you’re writing 
about fiction or non-fiction. 
 
Reader Response Questions for Fiction 
 
1. What quality of which character strikes you as a good characteristic for people to develop 
themselves? Why? How does the character demonstrate this quality? Be sure to include 
examples and quotes (with page numbers) to support your answer.  
 
2. How is the setting of the book important to the theme? Be sure to include examples and quotes 
(with page numbers) to support your answer.  
 
Reader Response Questions for Nonfiction 
 
1. What is the main idea of your book?  Be sure to have three details (with page numbers) to 
support the main idea. 
 
2.  For biography: Was there a lesson that could be taken away from this person's life? What was 
it, and why is it important? Include details from the book (with page numbers) to support your 
answer.  Note: If you choose to write about a biography you read over the summer, you must 
answer this question. 
 
3. How is the information that you have read similar or different from other texts, (or what you 
already know) about the subject? Include examples from the book (with page numbers) to 
support your answer. Note: You will be comparing and contrasting this text to a previously read 
text using facts, not personal opinion.  
 
 
 
 


